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IRELAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

Tuberculosis in the Ditblin Dairies.

AT a general meeting of the Dublin University Biological
Association held in the Museum Baildings, Trinity College,
on April 8th, Dr. T. P. C. Kirkpatrick proposed the following
resolution: "That this association views with the gravest
concern the danger to the public’health arising from the
prevalence of tuberculosis among the dairy cattle, and is of
opinion that vigorous efforts should be made to stamp out
this disease and protect the community from this source of
infection."-At a meeting of the Dublin Cowkeepers’
Association, held on April 14th, the rea suring statement
was made that, as the result of an examination of the city
dairy cows now in progress, it was found that only four out
of 1500 cows already subjected to examination were tuber-
culous. This examination was carried out by Dr. G. Bur-
bridge White and Mr. Andrew Watson.

Election of Medical Officer to the Ballinasloe Workhouse.
At a meeting of the Ballinasloe board of guardians on

April 14th no less than thirty-eight guardians were present,
including Lord Ashtown, who was in the chair. After a
closely contested election Mr. Daffy, of Kiltomer Dispensary
district, was appointed.

Mater.Misericordi&aelig; Hospital, Dublin.
The medical board of this hospital has issued invitations

to meet the football team at dinner at the Hotel Metropole
on Monday, May 3rd. The entertainment is being given in
order to compliment the members of the clinical class con-
stituting the football team in connexion with their recent
triumph in obtaining the champion cup competed for each
year by the students of the hospitals of Dublin.

RoyallrIedical Benevo’ent Fund Society of Ireland.
At the meeting of the committee of this society, held in

Belfast last week, grants were made, from which it appears
that the branch has given relief to the extent of Z90 for the
coming year. ’Ih’3 treasurer reported a substantial increase
in subscriptions in response to a circular issued to the 
members of the profession in Belfast. The annual meeting
is to be held on May 5th.

Tlte Mc Govern Hydrophobia Cure.
A curious case came before the Irish Master of the Rolls

on April 24th. The guardians s of the Newry Union, believing
in the efficacy of the so-called " McGovern cure for Hydro-
phobia," in 1895 passed a resolution authorising the
master of the union to take three men who had been
bitten by dogs to Philip McGovern of Cavan for treatment.
MeG,)vern is a farmer and is in no way qualified as physician,
surgeon, or apothecary. The Local Government Board,
hearing of this, communicated with the board of guardians
to the effect that the residence of McGyvern was not a hos-
pital or infirmary within the meaning of the A-3t 25 and 26
Victoria, Chapter 83. McGovern then applied to the board
of guardians for E16 for his services to the three men and a
.girl who had been sent to him. The board, on Nov. 30th,
1895, deferred consideration of the payment, and in May,
1896, McGovern served them with a civil bill process for
the amount claimed. The guardians decided not to enter
any appearance to the action, and at the succeeding sessions
- a decree was granted for ,c16 and &pound; 11s 6d. costs. A cheque
was drawn by the guardians for .617 ls 6d , but before it
reached the judgment creditor the decree was executed,
and certain cows the property of the guardians were

seized, and the amount claimed, with a further sum of
&pound; 18s. 6d.. was paid by the clerk to redeem the stock
seized. This action of the clerk was approved of by
the guardians. The auditor, however, disallowed the ,E4 4
which had been charged for travelling expenses and sur-
charged the special defendants. The present action, brought
by the Local Government Board, claimed that the special
defendants (who passed the resolution) and the Newry
guardians should refund &pound; 17 ls. 6d. to the credit of the
union, and that an injunction should be granted restraining
the guardians from acting in pursuance of the resolutions
already referred to. The Master of the R)lls gave judgment
in the terms asked for.

The New Hospital for Tyrone.
At a meeting of the promoters of the new hospital for

County Tyrone, held last week in Omagh, it was announced
that the subscriptions amounted to ,c4000, and as the old
building is estimated as worth 2000 this would raise the
funds to &pound; 6000.

Deat7i of the Ex-President of Queen’s College, Cork.
Dr. James W. Slattery, M.A., LL.D, ex-President of

Queen’s College, Cork, has jast died at the College. He was

appointed President in the year 1890, and his appointment at
the time was a matter of surprise, as he was little known
to the general public. He had been educated at Trinity
College, Dublin, and afterwards was admitted to the Bar.
Soon after he was appointed it was found that he was suffer-
ing from diabete3 and Bright’s disease, and owing to his
continued ill health be was retired at the end of last year,
but as he was too weak to be removed he continued to reside
in the President’s house up to the time of his death.

Tatal Accident at a Hurling Match.
Daring a hurling match in the Cork Park a player received

on his neck a blow aimed at the ball with a "hurley" and
died within a very short time. It was found that two of the
cervical vertebras were fractured.
April 27th.

PARIS.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Academy of Medicine.
THREE important communications have been made to this

society by M. Chipault, the distinguished surgeon who has
done so much good work as regards surgical operations upon
the bony coverings o the cerebro-spinal axis. In the first
of these papers he gave an account of his treatment of
curvatures of the vertebral column sach as scoliosis and Pott’s
disease by means of what he terms "une planche v(rt6brale,"
to which the patient is fixed by means of straps after reduc-
tion of the deformity under chloroform. The writer finished
his paper by maintaining his priority for this treatment in
opposition to M. Callot, for he himself gave an

account of this treatment in 1895 at the Congress
of Surgery, and in 1896 asked his various friends, and
especially M. Callot, to make trial of it. It would be unfair
to attribute the merit of this invention to M. Callot, for he
did his operations at a much later date than M. Chipault.
M. Chipault’s second paper dealt with sacro-lumbar puncture.
He himself considered that this operation would be a great
resource in the future, not only for the tapping of the

cerebro-spinal fluid, so as to arrive at a diagnosis in the case
of meningeal tuberculosis by the finding of bacilli, but also
for the injection by this route of therapeutic serum or
other fluid. He published nineteen cases, of which two were
particularly interesting on account of severe syphilitic com-
plications. The third paper had for its subject the rad:cal cure
of perforating ulcer of the foot by the stretching of the plantar
nerves. In seven cases he had met with only one failure.
M. Doyen, a young surgeon, has brought out a new method
for the extraction of large polypoid growths in the naso-
pharynx. He does not remove them by means of snares or by
means of cutting them away with forceps. He examines with
his finger the region behind the s)ft palate, and rapidly tears
out the growth without being disconcerted by the enormous
quantity of blood which generally flaws. As soon as the
polypi are removed the hmmorrhage stops of itself. M. Doyen
has operated on many cases and always with success. Four
papers were read upon appendicitis, but this question seems
to have lost its interest somewhat. MM. Mourtier and
Granier contributed a paper as to the curious effects which
static electricity produces in modifications of the human
voice. A singer sitting upon an isolated stool coupled to the
negative pole of a static machine was made to breathe the
atmosphere, which was electrified by means of a brush
electrode; after a short time, and very often at the first

sitting, the voice became full and clear, the quality much
more agreeable, and the voice was less rapidly tired.

The Medical Congresses.
The Obstetrical Society of France has been holding its

annual meeting at Paris during the Easter holidays under the
presidency of M. Charpentier. Two chief subjects were

debated : (1) Fibroid Tumours during Pregnancy and Labour;
and (2) Repeated Abortion. As regards the first subject,
M. Kaiffer read a very complete and interesting paper.
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Numerous observations had been made by various members
of the society. The general opinion was that the right
treatment was to wait and not to intervene except in
cases of extreme urgency, when operation was advised after
the method of Porro.-The Congress of Learned Societies
met during the same week and passed a motion that the
State ought to put no obstacles in the way of either the
foundation or the working of manifestations of private
charity. As a matter of fact, the foundiog of a private
hospital is almost impossible, for those wills which bequeath
sums for this purpose are almost always set aside by the
State either to benefit dis ant inheritors or itself.-The

Physical Society has just held its annual exhibition, the
chief objects of interest of which were those connected with
the x rays. On the ground floor M. Badiguet had fet up a
dark room which was a veritable hall of enchantment. To
the hangings were attached skeletons giving out phospho-
rescent rays which were wonderfully indiscreet for despite
clothing they showed up in all their nakedness the innermost
depths of the spectators.

An Error of Diagnosis.
At the sitting of March 17th the Court of Appeal at Rouen

gave judgment in a trial involving the responsibility of a
veterinary surgeon in a case which had been submitted to
him. A little girl who was seated by the side of her

parents was bitten in the face by a dog. The dog,
the owner of which was unknown, was p omptly killed
and submitted for examination to the veterinary surgeon
of the district, M. Vandescal. After a post-mortem
examination, which showed that the stomach of the
dog was perfectly empty and that the intestine con-

tained nothng except two tapeworms, the veterinary
surgeon decided that the dog showed no symptoms of rabies.
Nevertheless, some time afterwards the little girl became ill,
and died, so three medical men certified, from rabies forty-
two days after the accident. On account of this the

parents of the child brought an action for damages against
the veterinary surgeon. They argued that he was really
the cause of the death of their child because he had made
a careless post-mortem examination and had assured them
wrongfully and so prevented them from taking the necessary
measures to have the child treated at the Pasteur Institute,
The veterinary surgeon denied that there was any relation
between the bite and the death of the child, and that what
had been taken for rabies was in reality tetanus. He brought
witnesses to show that the post-mortem examination had been
carefully made and that there was nothing in it by which
he could have diagnosed rabies. The Tribunal of Rouen
acquitted him and the Court of Appeal confirmed the

judgment. The judgment showed, all the same, that there
is no doubt that the dog was mad and that the child
died from rabies appearing after the usual period of incuba-
tion. But it affirms that nothing was proved to show that
the veterinary surgeon had faile d to observe the rules of his
profession or that he had made any wilful mistake. The

post-mortem examination was made in the ui-ual way and
the veterinary surgeon could only give a simple and nct a
circumstantial report.

Obattccary.
Many deaths have occurred among the medical profession.

Dr. Magitot, who was the founder in France of modern

dentistry and has written many important works upon the
development of the teeth, died very suddenly during an
attack of angina pectoris. He was a member of the Academy
of Medicine and had been President of the Society of Anthro-
pology.-Dr. Carrier of VarenDes has died suddenly under
very painful circumstances. He had just given one of his
patients a hypodermic injection of morphia and she was
sleeping peacefully. The patient’s daughter, seeing her
mother so quiet, thought she was dead, and cried out
that the doctor had poisoned her. Dr. Carrier was

seized with a fainting fit, and fell, unfortunately
striking his head against the mantel-piece. He died some
hours afterwards, just at the time when the patient woke
up much relieved.

Murderous Attack on a Medical Man at Toulon.
In the suburbs of Toulon an abominable assault has

been committed upon the person of Dr. Barnier by s

Corsican named Cesarine, who had a grievance agains1
him and who had sworn to kill him in a vendett

according to the custom of his country. Cearine shol
at Dr. Barnier in the street, wounded him slightly,
and then fled. The following night he broke into hi:

house, and finding his way to the bed-room inflicted
on him many cuts with a bword and then shot him
twice with a revolver. The mother and daughter of
Dr. Barnier, who were attracted by the noise, also each
received one bullet from the revolver. The Corsican fled,
while Dr. Barnier, previously wounded, was removed to the
hospital, where it was found that the facial nerve was cut
and his respiration was very feeble. During the night the
would-be assassin came to the ward of the hospital right up to,
the bed and tried to finish his work, but the other patients
gave the alarm in time. The condition of Dr. Barnier is very
serious. His assailant was arrested on the night of the-

following day after a regular fight with revolvers between
himself and the police, in which he was seriously wounded
in the head.
April 25th.

ROME.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Spread of Psittacosis.
IN THE LANCET of April 10th (p. 1058) I mentioned the-

outbreak of this disease in Genoa, where fourteen persons
have already been attacked by it and eight have died-the
last death being that of Signor Gavino, brother of the-
captain of the Manilla, in which the two infected parrots
were brought from Brazil. Now Captain Gavino himself,
his wife, and hss daughter are under treatment for the same
malady. The Uffizio Civico d’lgiene was not an hour too
soon in its warning to the public against harbouring these
domestic pets, as from being sporadic the broncho-pneumonia
they convey has assumed almost an epidemic form. Mean-
while, the susceptibility of the parrot to pulmonary dis-
orders-above all, to tuberculosis-is being put en &eacute;vidernce-
by the medical journals, most of which refer to the classic
treatise on the subject by Dr. A. De Gordon y de Acorta, a 
physician of Havana. The malady, often hereditary in the
bird, is invariably accentuated by the close confinement and
the privations encountered during the voyage to Europe,.
where, again, even if it arrives in fair health it is for the mos
part exposed to insanitary conditions, under which itt
often contracts tuberculosis and broncho-pneumonia from
proximity to human sufferers from these ailments. In,
Berlin the profession has long been alive to the danger of
harbouring and petting the bird, the Veterinary School there
having had 154 parrots under observation, and 54 of them
having been found by bacteriological tests applied by
Professor Eugen Fr&ouml;hner to be labouring under advanced
tuberculosis. The lesson, so familiar on the Continent, is
worth repeating in the British Isles, where the parrot is
imported frcm nearly every colony, tropical or sub-tropical,
and whele well-nigh every one of its 355 species is typically
represented.

The Attempt on the King of Italy’s -Life.
A host of suppositions as to the motive and the mental

condition of Acciarito, the would-be regicide of Thursday
last, are in the air ; but the primo interrogatorio " of the
police, the more its findings are considered, will suffice to
reduce them to a very limited and very commonplace-
category. Passanante, who made the first attempt of the;
kind in the late autumn of 1878, was a fanatic, the
victim of religious zeal. His was a form of "pazzia
ragionante" (ratiocinative madness), and he believed that
in striking a fatal blow at the King he was vindicating
the Pope. He has been happily defined as a "Ravaillac
basiliwo" (an ophidian Ravaillac), and is now an inmate of
the Asylum for Criminal Lunatics at Montelupo in Tuscany,
where his condition in October last was described in THE
LANCET under the heading of the "Belva Umana" (human,
wild beast). But Acciaiito, so far as ordinary tests can be
relied on, is clearly no lunatic. One of his first admissions
was that he was "affamato" (starving), and as this
was succeeded by others it became more and more

evident to the "judice istruttore" (Juge d’Instruction)
that he had to deal with an anarchist of the now familiar
t3 pe. Accomp’ic&s, inclicatmg con-piracy, have already
been found and arrested, while the lethal weapon he bore-
had the same insignia as that of Castrio, the murderer of
President Carnot. It is of very fine workmanship and

1 THE LANCET, Oct. 31st, 1896, p. 1273.


